
 
Site Visit Summary: MLK, Jr. Elementary School 

November 18, 2020, 5:08 - 5:30 pm 
 

1 
 

A.L. Burruss Institute of Public Service and Research 

KSU Staff: Kelleigh Trepanier, Associate Director 
Number of Students: 12 observed; 17 registered 

Target Number: 30 
Number of Staff Observed: 2, not including Program Director Madeline Pieper-Wolff and 

Outreach Coordinator Gina Dorman 

Context 
When we arrived it was near the end of programming, and all students were in the cafeteria. 
Three staff members were present: Head Tutor, Mr. Tray, and Program Assistant, Ms. Arely. 
Enrichment activities at this site include Violin, Reading Club, and Visual Arts.  

Cafeteria 
Students were spread out in the cafeteria. Two students were standing at the front with Mr. 
Tray. The students took turns reciting their multiplication tables. They were doing the 2’s.  

All of the sites are working with the students on multiplication facts at the request of the 
regular school day teachers. EYC is holding a contest for the Head Tutor whose students 
perform best on a timed test.   

Although each student had a turn to recite the facts, the activity wasn’t very interactive and 
most of the students were just sitting. Dividing into two groups might have worked better. It 
would also help to have some sort of visual for the students in the audience to refer to while 
other students are reciting. This would help them stay engaged and reinforce the multiplication 
facts. Although Mr. Tray did break up the recitations with two group performances, it would be 
more effective to use classroom games to practice the multiplication facts so that more 
students are actively learning rather than watching. If students don’t know what fact they will 
get or when it’s their turn, they need to pay closer attention to what’s going on than when they 
are just waiting for their turn. A variety of in-person games are available online in addition to 
the online practice games. 

In addition to the multiplication tables, students 
were working on developing commercials prior to 
our arrival. We were treated to two group 
performances. According to the white board, 
students were asked to complete a commercial for a 
lemonade stand which included the name of the 
brand and a slogan. Although a couple of students 
had trouble remembering their lines, it was clear the 
groups had put effort into developing the 
commercials.  

 

Activities for the day 
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Recommendations: It would have been good to have a 
large group discussion about the commercials to engage 
the students and reinforce their learning. Students 
could share their likes and dislikes, and staff could draw 
attention to the learning objectives. In addition, it would 
be helpful to either use a cleaner on the whiteboard or 
purchase a new whiteboard and dry erase markers.  

Group 1 performing their lemonade 
stand commercial 
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Site Demographics
Goal: Student Teacher
Ratio

10-1

Program Operations On-site

Activity #1 Enrichment

Grade Level 3
4
5

Type of Activity Collaborative Groups

Please describe the
teacher engagement?

The teachers were engaged and facilitating the activity

Student : Teacher Ratio 5-1

Please describe the
student engagement?

The students were playing Charades based on future
careers they would like to have. This activity is part of
"Theme Thursday". All students were engaged.

Observed Attendance 9

Comments, Ideas,
Suggestions,
Recommendations

-Great activity!!
-I love the "Theme Thursday" idea
-Keep up the great work!!

Do you have another
activity/session to add?

No

What are your
recommendations and
points for discussion
during site visit follow-
up?

-I'm glad to see programming back on-site. I know
attendance will continue to increase each week you
operate. Keep those creative juices flowing and continue
to provide OUTSTANDING activities for your students.
Great job!!

Were there any
connectivity issues
when accessing the
virtual platform(ERES,
student, or site-based
when visit is 100%
virtual?

No

GaDOE Staff Signature
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Site Visit Summary: MLK, Jr. Elementary School 
April 8, 2021, 3:40 -4:25 pm 

KSU Staff: Kelleigh Trepanier, Associate Director 
Number of Students: 12 observed; 16 registered 

Target Number: 30 
Number of Staff Observed: 4, not including Program Director Madeline Pieper-Wolff 

Context 
Four staff members were present the day of our visit: the Head Tutor, Mr. Tray; Teaching Artist, 

Ms. Ronnie (Visual Arts); and program assistants, Mr. Clint and Ms. India. Enrichment activities 

at this site include Violin, Reading Club, Dance, and Visual Arts.  

Visual Arts 
On the day we visited, six students were in the Art Room with 
Ms. Ronnie and Mr. Clint. The students were planning a board 
game. Some students were sketching the “path” of the game, 
and others were sketching the “characters/pieces” of the 
game. Students were all working individually with staff 
assisting. Students were wearing masks, spaced out around 
the room, and working quietly. Some students were wearing 
the masks they had created at the parent event that week. 

Cafeteria 
Six students and two staff members were in the cafeteria. Students 
were playing “Who Wants to Be A Millionaire.” Mr. Tray was seated 
with a laptop, and students had dry erase boards. Students were 
called up individually to answer a question, and the other students 
wrote their responses on white 
boards at the same time. The 
questions were a mix of factual 
information (science), basic 
math, literature, and word 

problems. Mr. Tray was playing 
game show host and calling on 
students to “come on down.”  

Students rotated so that the 
group in the cafeteria moved to the art room, and the students from 
the art room came to the cafeteria. One student from the art room 
group had homework and worked with Mr. Clint at a table separate 
from the rest of the students.  Mr. Tray restarted the game with the 
new group of students. First, he played the music from the show and 
asked, “Who knows where this song comes from?” Mr. Tray 

explained that it was from “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” but students seemed unfamiliar 
with the show. He instructed the students to “pay attention, because I only want to say the 

Student sketching 

Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire? 

Student’s whiteboard 

Student doing homework 
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Site Visit Summary: MLK, Jr. Elementary School 
April 8, 2021, 3:40 -4:25 pm 

rules once.” He explained that students would have three strikes as a team, and four lifelines: 
ask teacher, ask Google, ask team, 50/50.  

Recommendations: The game was a fun activity, and students seemed engaged. It might have 
helped to show a short clip or familiarize the students with the game prior to beginning. For 
some of the questions, there was a missed opportunity for learning. In one case, students were 
asked, “How many colors are in a rainbow?” In addition to the correct answer “7,” the teacher 
could ask for additional information, e.g., “what are the colors of the rainbow?” The “How 
many pizzas does Mr. Tray need?” question was great. After determining the correct answer 
(given by Mrs. Madeline, Program Director), it would have been a good time to work through 
the problem as a group since many did not have the correct answer.  

Additional observations 
Although students were wearing masks, some were not covering both the nose and the mouth, 
and one student removed her mask when she was working on homework. In the cafeteria, 
students were not spaced apart, and some were sharing white boards and dry erase markers. 
Ensure that each student has their own materials at the start of the lesson and that they aren’t 
exchanging them with other students.  
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Program Operations On-site

Activity #1 Enrichment



Grade Level 3
4
5

Type of Activity Music

Please describe the
teacher engagement?

Teacher was instructing students how to play a violin.

Student : Teacher Ratio 5:1

Please describe the
student engagement?

Students were learning to play a violin. This activity
consisted of the students playing a mystery song on the
violin and trying to determine the name of the song.

Observed Attendance 5

Comments, Ideas,
Suggestions,
Recommendations

-Awesome class!
-I love this class!!!

Do you have another
activity/session to add?

Yes

What are your
recommendations and
points for discussion
during site visit follow-
up?

-Awesome visit!!!
-I am impressed with the students’ ability to play the
violin.
-Continue recruitment strategies to increase attendance.
-Don’t forget about second semester safety drills

Were there any
connectivity issues
when accessing the
virtual platform(ERES,
student, or site-based
when visit is 100%
virtual?

Yes

GaDOE Staff Signature
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