
On February 24th and 25th... 

Health and Wellness Center 

Empowered Youth of  Columbus (EYC) students  
ventured on a tour of  the Columbus State  
University campuses to get a glimpse of  college 
life. With the support of  both main and RiverPark  
campuses we were able to provide two amazing 
events for our students and families!   

Our community couldn’t wait for an event like this 
after a challenging pandemic year.  We appreciate 
our tour guides (Dr. Susan Hrach, Giovanna 
LaraPoveda, Jordyn Wheeler,  Dr. Ryan Lynch,  
Sam Miller Gurski, and Justin Gurski), department 
hosts, and the campus for opening its doors to us!   

Event Schedule: 

2:30pm  
EYC arrives at CSU 

3:00-6:00pm    
CSU guided tour 

4:30pm   
Financial Aid and  
Admissions presentation  
for Parents/Guardians 

6:00pm    
Collaborative Project &  
Goodies to take home 

Thanks to Dr. Brian Tyo and his graduate assistants, 
EYC students were able to measure their speed 
with an accelerometer radar unit and test their  
endurance with steppers outside in the wonderful 
weather.  This stop reminded us about the  
importance of  living a healthy lifestyle. 

Student Recreation Center 
Lashica Thomas toured our  
students through all the great  
facilities of  the recreation center.  
Our students were amazed by the 
weight rooms, rock climbing wall, 
pool, and especially the basketball 
courts.  One of  the favorite stops 
of  the day! 



Simon Schwob Memorial Library 

My Child is Going to College 

Puzzle Pieces 

As our CSU student and staff  tour guides lead us 
around campus they educated EYC students about 
everything CSU has to offer.  Each department that 
hosted us gave students a puzzle piece.  The puzzle 
pieces made a small poster of  the campus they  
visited.  Thank you Shelby Kellin from Printing 
Services for helping design these puzzles! 

CSU Women’s Soccer Team 

Alexis Knox, CSU’s Student Leadership 
& Service Program Coordinator, toured 
a group through the Davidson Student 
Center.  EYC was able to see all the  
college students hanging out in the 
lounge and were amazed at all the food 
options.  You mean you can eat at the 
Cougar Café, Cougar Food Court, à la 
carte, or at a food truck?! Everyone 
wanted some treats, but that came later. 

Davidson Student Center 

EYC 
Painted  

Rocks 

Did you find any 
of  our painted 
rocks on these two 
days?  These rocks 
are to encourage 
CSU students, staff, 
and faculty with 
sayin like “You Mat-

ter”, “Go the extra 
m i l e . . . i t ’ s  
never crowded”, 

and to “ ”. 

Thomas Ganzevoort, Emily Crews, and their team walked 
us through the library where our students became familiar 
with the space and services.  We also had a special  
presentation on the graphic novels on display this month.  
This was very relatable to our students.  This stop was  
absolutely fascinating to our book worms ! 

Thanks to Coach Jay Entlich for partnering for this 
event making the Women’s Soccer Team the first CSU 
athletics team to host our students.  Outside the  
Student Recreation Center, Kensley Zieba from  
Kentucky and Lizzie Hedrick from Columbus,  
Georgia ran practice drills, exercises, and passed the 
ball around to get to know our students.  EYC  
students couldn’t wait to show off  their skills! 



RiverPark Campus joining us this year was a great  
addition to this event and didn’t disappoint!  Students 
who participated in the event in prior years had never 
seen what CSU had to offer downtown and were  
completely amazed at the possibilities for their future! 

This was one of  the teens’ favorite stops of  the day.  
Here, Dr. Danna Gibson, Mr. Christopher Robinson, 
and their students discussed the communication studies, 
public relations, and integrated media programs.   
Hearing about CSU students’ social media studies really perked all 
their ears.  We were able to quietly observe 88.5 The Coug WEUG-FW 
radio hosts’ broadcast. Students were given the opportunity to present 
a mock weather report in the WTVM studio! 

Communications @ Carpenters Hall 

Theatre @ Riverside Complex 

Art @ Corn Center  
Dalton Newbend pulled out all the impressive options for 
the Art Department.  EYC students and staff  loved seeing 
all the specific work spaces for all the different mediums  
available.   Not only did we tour the spaces, Mr. Newbend 
demonstrated Printmaking which was a brand new art form to 
many of  our students. 

Dr. Larry Dooley energetically toured us 
around the main theatre and props room. 
EYC students were even able to watch part of  

a drama skit rehearsal.  We know 
how difficult it can be to have  
visitors when the building is full of  
students working on their projects.  
Thank you for letting us watch you 
at work! 



Admissions and Financial Aid fully supported this event by  
talking with our parents and guardians about how to prepare 
for college encouraging even some parents to go back to 
school.  Parents were very grateful for the additional  
information.  Some parents had older kids enrolled starting 
CSU in the fall and were able to get some concerns and  
questions answered.  Kristen Williams, Dr. Stephanie Watson, 
Beverly Johnson, and Alex Plata showed extra patience  
answering our elementary students’ questions.  This is an  
essential step to plant the seed while students are young! 

Schwob School of Music  
Stephanie Payne, Executive Director of  the 
Youth Orchestra of  Greater Columbus, met 
us at Schwob.  First we visited the music  
library.  On our way to the Studio Theater we 
listened to an ensemble practicing and then 
later discussed career paths within music.   
Ms. Payne concluded the tour by playing for our students.  
Many EYC students shared their own performance  
experiences.  Through our CSO partnership, five of  our  
locations play either violin, trumpet, or guitar. 

Admissions and Financial Aid  

We wouldn’t be able to get to 
CSU if it weren't for Potiphar  
Alexander and his bus drivers.  
Thank you to Gregory Hudgison 
for donating CSU swag for our 
students and families, Dr. Ron 
Wirt for helping coordinate 
RiverPark’s participation,  Sue 
Yost from Aramark for a  
trifecta of festive treats and  
fabulous service!  Finally, we 
couldn’t do this at all if it  
weren’t for our families, friends, 
and fabulous EYC staff.  Thank 
you all for your dedication to our 
students and EYC program!   

Family Art Activity & Favorite CSU spot 

Come see our finished products at the EYC Spring Art  
Reception Wednesday, May 5th at University Hall from 5:15-
7:00pm! 

Empoweredyouthofcolumbus.com  ∙  www.facebook.com/EYC.EmpoweredYouth/  ∙  Office Phone:706-507-8437 

To all the people who helped make these events successful, THANK YOU!   


